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ABRAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee. 

Sir,  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Report  on  the  health 
of  the  district  for  the  year  1953  compiled  in  the  form  indicated 

I 

by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  tendering  my  best  thanks  to 
the  officials  of  the  Council  and  especially  to  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  for  valuable  help  and  co-operation  at  all  times. 

I desire  also  to  express  to  the  members  of  the  Council 
my  appreciation  of  the  courtesy  and  consideration  they  have 
always  displayed  towards  me. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

G.H.  POTTER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  ..AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Areas  1,984  acres. 

Population  (Census,  1951) s 6,286. 

Estimated  Mid-1953  (Registrar-General) s 6,266. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1953  according  to  Rate 
Books  1,810.  Rateable  Values  £25,341. 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rates  £99. 

Abram  is  essentially  a colliery  district.  In  addition, 
agriculture  and  dairy  farming  are  carried  on  in  the  district. 

Most  of  the  inhabitants  are  employed  in  the  mines,  but  a fair 
percentage  find  work  in  surrounding  townships  in  the  textile  trads. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  Birthss 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  .ooo.ooooo.o 

47 

55 

102 

Illegitimate  ............ 

- 

1 

1 

Totalc  0 0000000 

47 

56 

103 

Still  Births? 

Legitimate  ............  • 

rH 

1 

2 

T 1 1 ^ t 1 ma t g 000000000000' 

- 

^Ot^l  0 0 0 a 9 0 0 0 « 

1 1 

M j 
1 

1 

2 

Deaths  of  Infants  under 

1 year  of  ages 

Legitimate  .....  0000000 

T 1 ® t 1 nia  t © oooooooooooo 

- 

- 

- 

Totalocooooooo 

- 

- 

- 

Deaths  of  Infants  under 
4 week s__ of  age  s 


Legitimate  

_ 

Illegitimate  ...... ..... . 

- 

- 

- 

Total  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 * • 

- 

- 

- 

42 

23 

65 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
mid-1953  ........... .......... 

estimated 

home 

population 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  home  population  12.4 
till  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ......  19 
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THE  FOLLOWING  TABLE  SHOWS  COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS 
IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEARS  1948-1953 


In  the  next  table  are  shown  the  chief  causes  of  death 
and  number  of  deaths  from  each  oause  in  1953  as  compared  with 
1952. 


TABLE  Bo 


00000 


000000000000000000000 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


0 o 0 e 0 0 0 


0000000000900 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


ooooooonooooooooooooo 


Causes  of  Death 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 
Tuberculosis  (Non-Respiratory) 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough  '« 

Meningococcal  Infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  Infective,  and  Parasitic 
Diseases 

Cancer  (all  types) 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous 
System 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 
Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease . 
Other  Heart  Disease 
Other  Circulatory  Diseases 
Influenza 
Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 


M 


ooeoooooooooo 


0000000000 


00000000000000000000000 


ooooooooooooooocooooooo 


0000000 


oooooooooooo 


o o 0 o o 


oooooooooooooooooooooo 


oooooooooooocooooooooo 


000000000900000000000 


00000000000000000000 


000000OO 


Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . » , 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 
Gastritis,  Enteritis  and 
Diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 
Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 
Congenital  Malformations 
Suicide,  Accidents 
All  other  Causes 


00000000 


000000 


ooooooooooooe 


000000000000000 


-1953- 

, F.  Ttl 


-1952- 


7 

1 

12 

6 

2 

1 


3 

4 


6 

2 

1 

5 


1 

1 

1 


11 

1 

18 

8 

1 

7 

1 


1 

4 

5 


M, 

1 


2 

5 

3. 

2 

2 

3 

3 

1 


4 

3 


10 

3 

1 

8 

3 


2 

4 


Ttl. 

1 


12 

8 

1 

11 

5 

5 

3 


1 


6 

7 


Total 


00000000000 


42  23  65  36  37  73 
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2.  GENERAL  PROVISION  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 


Bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out  at  the 
laboratory  of  Wigan  Infirmary  and  at  the  Public  Health  Lab- 
oratory, Monsall  Hospital,  Manchester,  and  the  arrangements 
are  satisfactory.  A report  on  every  examination  is  made  to 
the  Public  Health  Department. 

During  1953  reports  were  made  to  the  Authority  on  the 
following  specimens?- 

2 

7 

32 

8 

Ambulance  Arrangements . 

Infectious,  non-inf ectious , accident  and  maternity  cases 
are  dealt  with  by  the  motor  ambulances  belonging  to  Lancashire 
County  Council,  stationed  at  Hindley  and  Ashton-in-Makerfi eld 
Ambulance  Stations.  The  service  is  adequate  and  satisfactory. 

3 . SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


samples  of  water. 
n ice  cream. 

" milk, 

faecal  specimens. 


Water  Supply. 

The  district  is  supplied  with  upland  surface  water 
drawn  from  the  Rivington  Aqueduct  which  is  owned  by  Liverpool 
Corporation.  The  supply  is  constant,  maintained  at  high 
pressure,  and  chlorinated.  In  the  event  of  a breakdown  an 
emergency  deep  well  water  supply  is  obtained  from  Ince-in- 
Makerfield. 

One  chemical  analysis  and  two  bacteriological  examinations 
of  the  water  were  carried  out  during  the  year?  in  each  instance 
it  was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

All  dwellings  in  the  district  have  a piped  supply  of 
water  from  the  main  into  the  house. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Throughout  the  district  a separate  system  of  drainage 
is  in  use?  storm  water  being  kept  separated  from  sewage. 

The  sewage  is  treated  at  the  sewage  works  by  means  of 
triple  contact  beds  and  a good  effluent  is  obtained. 
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During  the  year*  alteration  of  drain  and  sewer  levels 
have  necessitated  increased  flushing  and  general  maintenance, 
this  being  due  to  raining  subsidence  which  is  also  seriously 
affecting  the  sewage  works  where,  in  particular,  the  walls  of 
the  contact  beds  are  fractured  and  leaking. 

Testing  of  new  drains  and  drain  alterations  are  carried 
out  as  required. 

Rivers  and  Streams . 

No  action  has  been  required  with  regard  to  the  pollution 
of  streams. 

Sanitary  Accommodation  (at  end  of  1953)° 

Number  of  privy  middens  .............e........  21 

" closets  attached  to  privy  middens  . . 31 

^ pail  closets  0000000.0..  00 oo.. 00.000  10 

**  fresh  v/a  t er  closets  ooooooooooooooo.  2,112 

" dry  ashpits  for  refuse  oo...........  4 

" movable  ashbins  for  refuse  o........  1,790 

" houses  on  water  carriage  system  ....  1,800 

Fresh  water  closet  accommodation  is  provided  for  all  new 
property  erocted  in  the  district. 

Public  Cleansing . 

Street  scavenging  and  removal  of  house  refuse  is  carried 
out  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Ashbins  are  provided  by  the  Local  Authority;;  these  are 
emptied  weekly  and  privies  are  emptied  at  intervals  of  two  to 
three  weeks  except  at  holiday  periods. 

A Karrier  Bantam  motor  vehicle  with  four  loaders  and  a 
driver  is  employed  on  the  collection  of  refuse  from  shops  and 
houses.  Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  and  the 
work  is  carried  out  under  the  su-  ervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  Area ° 

Number  of  premises  visited  o.................  381 

" nuisances  discovered  ..... ........ . 9^3 

^ nuisances  abated  ^ooooooeo°©ooo©o.o  4^8 
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Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  Area  ( contd) . 


Number  of  informal  notices  served  ...........  252 

" statutory  notices  served  ..........  32 

" legal  proceedings  .................  1 

Shops  and  Office s . 

All  shops  within  the  district  are  inspected  twice  annually. 
No  action  has  been  taken  during  the  year. 

Offices  are  also  kept  under  observation  and  inspected 
periodically. 

Camping  Sites . 

- — 1 - — 

There  are  none  in  the  district. 

Smoke  Abatement . 

Contact  is  maintained  between  the  officer  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  and  local  works  managers  with  regard  to 
smoke  abatement. 

There  are  two  factory  chimneys  in  the  district  and 
during  the  year  neither  were  seen  to  be  causing  offence? 
the  furnaces  are  fed  by  chain  grate  mechanical  stokers. 

Spoilbanks . 


During  the  year  many  inspections  were  carried  out  of 
colliery  spoilbanks,  and  as  a result  of  interviews  with  the 
officials  of  the  National  Coal  Board,  water  sprinklers  are 
in  operation  on  one  burning  spoilbank  in  the  district  and 
in  the  last  three  weeks  of  the  year  a second  spoilbank 
commenced  to  burn  openly. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools . 

There  are  none  in  the  district. 

Pi sinf estation  jo f Verminous  Premises . 

3 premises  were  found  to  be  infested  and  were  dealt 
with  by  spraying  with  Killgercide  containing  5 per  cent 
D.D.T.  This  method  has  proved  efficient. 
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Offensive  T_ rad es o 

There  are  none  in  the  district. 

Common  Lodging  Hous es . 

There  are  none  in  the  district. 

Fact or i es  . 

12  visits  were  paid  to  factories  under  the  Factories 
Act,  1937 5 and  their  condition  was  found  to  be  generally 
satisfactory . 

Canal  Boats. 


6 canal  boats  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  no 
infringements  of  Acts  were  discovered. 

Schools . 


All  schools  in  the  area  are  supplied  with  water  from 
the  mains. 


Water  closet  accommodation  in  all  schools  is  of  the 
-resh  water  type,  each  with  its  own  flushing  cistern.  Regular 
lime -washing  of  conveniences  is  arranged  for  by  the  Education 
Authority  in  the  case  of  all  schools  in  the  area. 


4.  HOUSING. 

The  township  consists  chiefly  of  working  class  houses 
of  the  two-bedroom  type,  built  in  rows. 

Mining  subsidence  is  responsible  for  much  damage  to 
structures  and  old  houses  are  continuously  in  the  need  of 
repairs,  which  are  rendered  difficult  by  the  shortage  of  labour. 
High  costs  of  both  labour  and  materials  continue  to  prevent 
any  action  being  taken  under  the  provisions  of  section  9,  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1936  and  this  is  a generally  unsatisfactory 
state  of  affairs.  ^ 

Although  the  worst  of  wartime  cases  of  overcrowding 
have  been  relieved,  there  are  over  300  applications  for  council 
houses?  of  these  150  are  not  householders. 

A scheme  is  in  hand  for  the  provision  of  100  permanent 
houses  to  alleviate  the  housing  position. 
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Housing  Statistics . 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  years- 

Tradi tion a 1 Permanent  II o_u ses s 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  <>  . . . . . . . (Flats)  12 

( ii)  By  other  Authorities  .000.000000000.0.0  — 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  and  persons  . . o . . . » . . . . 

Permanent  Prefabricated  Houses  <> 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  . . . . . . . . . . « . . . . . Nil 

(ii)  By  other  Authorities  . . . . . > . . . . . . . . . . . . - 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  and  persons  ...........  - 

1 . Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during _the  year s - 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

formally  or  informally  for  housing  defects 
(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)...  251 

(b)  Number  of  inspections,  formal  or  informal, 
made  for  the  purpose  oooo.oooooooooooooo  b59 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (l)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolid- 
ated Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ........  17 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

p ur pose  *0000.00000000000000000000000000  23 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  .o.........  17 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub- 
head) found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reason- 
ably fit  for  human  habitation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 212 

* 

2 • Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service 
of  formal  notices s - 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
local  authority  or  their  officers  ..........  143 

3.  Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year  a - 

( a ) Proceedings  under  sections  9?  10  and  16  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936s 

(l)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
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which  notices  were  served  requiring 

I'GpCwlI'3  oo«o®ooooooooooeoooc«ooOGOoo«#*«« 


Nil 


(2)  Numb  er  of  dwelling  houses  which,  after 
service  of  formal  notices,  were  rendered 


fit  s-r 

(a)  By  owners  - . . . . . . . . . . . . c . . . . o . Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of 
owners  . . . . . . . . . . . . .......  . ........ . Nil 


(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts? 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  . . . . . ............ . 37 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  noticess- 

(a)  By  Own©  rs  0#0000000000*00t>000«00000*  14 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of 

owners  00300000000000000000000«0000«  liil 

( c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936 s 

(l)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 


which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  . . Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  Nil 


( d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936s 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  .....  .......... Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 

room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...........  Nil 


4»  Housing  Act,  1936  - Part  IV  - Overcrowdings 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  (approx.)  41 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ..... 

(approx.)  56 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...... 

(approx.)  190 
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(b) 

(c) 


Number  of  new  cases 
during  the  year  . . . 

(i)  Number  of  cases 
during  the  year  . . . 


of  over cr owding  reported 

ooc.oooooooooncooc.o^oooo.o 

of  overcrowding  relieved 
000000000.000000000000000 


(ii)  Number 


of  persons 


concerned  in 


such  cases 


2 

1 

8 


5*  Housing  Act.  1949 g 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  Schemes  submitted :- 

(a)  by  private  individuals  .............  Nil 

(b)  by  the  local  authority  .............  Nil 

(ii)  -lumber  of  dwelling  houses  affected  ......  Nil 


(b)  (i) 


(ii) 
( iii) 


Number  of  Schemes  approved?— 

(a)  of  private  individuals  . . 

(b)  of  the  local  authority  . 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  affected 

Number  of  additional  separate  dwellings 
provided 


O OOOOOOOOOOO 


0 0 o o o o 


OO  OOOOOOOOOOO 


OOOOOOOOOOOPOOPOOOO 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


5*  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  FOOD- 
(a)  Milk  Supply o 

An  adequate  supply  of  milk  is  produced  within,  or  brought 
into,  the  district. 

During  1953,  32  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  and  tuberculosis  biological  examinations  and 
the  results  were  as  follows*- 


Raw  Milk 

B.  COLI 

METHYLENE  BLUE 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Satis.  Unsatis 

Satis.  Unsatis. 

Neg.  Pos. 

r aded  ooo»oooo 
Tuberculin  Tested 

16  l 

2 

12  5 

1 1 

17 

2 

Heat  TreatedMilk 

TURBIDITY 

METHYLENE  BLUE 

PHOSPHATASE 

Satis.  Unsatis. 

Satis.  Unsatis. 

Satis.  Unsatis. 

Sterilised 

3 

Pasteurised  j 

i — i 

ON 

1 

f 

10 
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Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 . 


The  number  of  registered  distributors  operating  froms- 


a) 

*) 

c) 


Own  dairies  in  the  district 
Dairy  farms  in  the  district  . ... 
Premises  outside  the  district  .. 
Shops  in  the  district  other  than 


o c o e c 0 o 


dairies 


0000000000000 


000000000000 


.0.  Nil 

0 0 9 

...  5 

. . . 21 


The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk) 
Regulations,  1949 0 


Under  these  regulations  10  licences  were  issued  in 
respect  of  the  distribution  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and 
Sterilised)  Regulations,  1949 . 

10  Pasteurised  and  27  Sterilised  milk  licences  were  issued 
to  dealers  under  these  regulations. 

( b)  Meat . 


All  meat  coming  into  the  district  is  inspected  before 
leaving  the  Ministry  of  Pood  Depot  at  Wigan. 

Routine  inspections  are  made  of  meat  shops,  etc.  and 
the  Glean  Meat  Regulations  are  enforced. 

No  legal  proceedings  were  necessary  during  the  year. 

(c)  Clean  Pood. 

Byelaws  under  section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  are 
force.  The  sanitary  inspector  has  made  frequent  visits  to  food 
premises  and  there  appears  to  have  been  a further  general 
improvement  in  the  standard  of  hygiene  observed  by  persons 
engaged  in  the  industry.  The  practice  of  selling  soil 
vegetables  and  such  articles  as  firewood  and  firelighters 
alongside  other  foods  continues,  however,  to  be  an 
undesirable  feature. 

( d)  Ice  Cream. 

No  ice  cream  is  manufactured  within  the  district. 

All  ice  cream  sold  in  shops  is  manufactured  by  reputable 
firms  and  is  pre-wrapped . 7 samples  were  submitted  for 

the  Methylene  Blue  test  and  all  were  classified  within 
Grade  I. 
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(e) 


Licensed  premises . 


During  the  year  new  sanitary  accommodation  including 
washing  facilities  have  been  provided  at  one  public  house 
and  further  representations  have  been  made  to  the  owners 
of  four  other  licensed  premises  in  this  respect. 

The  importance  of  glass  sterilisation  continues  to 
be  emphasised. 

( f ) Food  premises. 


The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  food  premises 
fcy  "type  and  also  those  food  premises  which  must  be  registered 
under  the  Lancashire  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Act,  1938. 


Lo»  of  Food  Premises  by  type  of  business 


Grocer  (including  the  small  'Mixed  General' 

food  shop)  O.O.  OOOOOOOOOOO.OOOOO.  .0000.  .00000.0 
Greengrocer  and  wet  fxsh  00000000.00000000000000 
Butcher 

Confectionery  (flour) 

Sweets,  chocolate  and  ice  cream  (only) 

Fr 1 ed  fxsh  0000000000000000000.00000000.00000000 

C an  teens  oooooooooooooooooodoooooooooooooooooooo 

Licensed  premises 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOGOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
oooooooooooooooooOoooooooo 

000000000 


000000000000000000000000000000 


30 

2 

3 

1. 

3 

7 

3 

12 


No.  of  Food  Premises  by  type  of  business  registered  under  the 
Lancashire  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Act,  1938. 


Type  of  Business 

No.  regis- 
tered at 
31ol2.53 

No.  of  inspect- 
ions of  regist- 
ered premises 
during  year. 

Manufacture  and  sale  of 

SaUSageS  OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

2 

6 

Manufacture  of  Meat  Pies  ...o. 

1 

7 

Ice  cream  oooooo«o©«oooooooooo 

12 

29 

Hawkers  and  fruit  and  veget- 
ables storage  premises  .....o. 

3 

f 

1 

141- 


( g)  Food  Sampling. 


The  County  Council  is  the  authority  responsible  for 
carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 
relating  to  food  sampling  and  I am  indebted  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  particulars  of  the  undermentioned 
food  samples  taken  in  this  district  during  the  year,  and 


submitted 

for  analysis s- 

10 

Mi  lk 

11 

Blancmange  powder 

1 

Cooking  fat 

2 

Olive  oil 

1 

Shredded  oust 

1 

Camphorated  oil 

2 

Flour 

4 

Cakes 

1 

Butter 

1 

Sponge  cake  and  sponge 
pudding  mixture,  sweetened 

All  the  above  samples  were  reported  by  the  County  Analyst 
to  be  genuine. 

( h ) Food  Inspection . 

The  following  table  indicates  the  various  foods  found 
to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption,  these  were  all  voluntarily 
surrendered  and  disposed  of  by  burial  in  council  land.- 


Nature  of  Food 

Packing 

— 
Quantity  or  Size 

C3*I'X*0"fcS  ooooooooooooooooooooo 

2 tins 

OJ 

•=*5 

i 



Ch.6  e S 6 Spi*  ©S,d  oeoocooooooooo* 

24  pkts. 

4 ozs . 

Fish  - Brislings  ............ 

8 tins 

40* 

P 1 1 ClflcLrCL  S ooeooooooooo 

3 tins 

16  ozs. 

S^pdln  G S OOOOOOOOOOCOO 

14  tins 
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Ham  - Cooked  shoulder  ...o... 

6 tins 

66  lb.  total 

11^  OGOOOQOOOOOtOOOOOOOOOOOO 

11  tins 

1413  ozs. 

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOCO 

2 tins 

A1 

Pill  G&PP  1 6 onooooooo  >oooocoooo 

6 tins 

12  ozs. 

P d Um  S OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

3 tins 

16  ozs. 

i"b  00000000000©00000000#0 

1 tin 

16  ozs. 

meat  oooooooooooooooo 

10  tins 

16  ozs. 

S t e ale  Stewed  aooooooooooooooo 

4 tins 

16  ozs. 

6 0 PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

During  1953,  cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring 
hospital  treatment  were  removed  to  Astley  Sanatorium  and  Whelley 
Hospital . 
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Measles . 


A mild  epidemic  of  measles  occurred  during  the  first  half 
of  the  year  and  subsided  about  June?  71  cases  were  notified. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

No  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  reported. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

No  case  of  acute  poliomyelitis  was  notified.  One  family 
of  4 persons  notified  as  contacts  were  kept  under  observation  and 
arrangements  made  to  deal  with  any  infection. 

Whooping  Cough. 

27  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  notified  as  compared  with 
5 cases  for  1952°  The  biennial  average  of  32  compares  favourably 
with  an  average  of  37  during  the  preceding  ten  years. 

No  case  of  Diphtheria  was  notified. 

Supplies  of  Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  are  kept  at  the  Divisional 
Health  Office  and  at  the  local  hospitals  and  are  always  available 
to  Medical  Practitioners. 

Free  immunisation  against  diphtheria  is  provided  for  any 
pre-school  or  school  child  and  is  performed  by  the  Medical  Officer 
at  the  clinic. 

During  1953,  85  pre-school  children  and  44  school  children 
completed  a full  course  of  primary  immunisation  with  two  injections 
of  alum  precipitated  toxoid.  In  addition,  79  children  w ere  given 
a secondary  or  reinforcing  injection. 

No  preliminary  and  no  post-Schick  tests  were  undertaken. 

No  immunisation  against  the  enteric  group  was  undertaken 
during  1953. 

No  local  action  has  been  taken  with  regard  to  the  use  of 
measles  serum  for  prophylaxis  or  attenuation,  and  there  are  no 
existing  facilities  for  the  typing  of  pneumococci  and  for  the 
provision  of  appropriate  type  serum. 

The  general  standard  of  cleanliness  in  the  district  remains 
high,  and  the  cases  of  infestation  by  head  lice  dealt  with  at  the 
clinic  were  very  few  and  were  successfully  treated  with  D.D.T. 
Emulsion . 
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Food  Poisoning - 


One  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified  during  the  year. 

A woman,  aged  37 9 was  concerned  and  at  the  time  of  contracting  the 
infection  she  had  been  residing  outside  of  the  district  for  two  to 
three  weeks  in  order  to  receive  treatment  for  a chronic  ailment  of 
the  digestive  tract  5 this  included  a special  diet  v/hich  was  strictly 
adhered  to. 

The  onset  was  marked  by  severe  abdominal  pain  and  diarrhoea 
accompanied  by  a rise  in  temperature  which  persisted  three  to  four 
days  5 salmonella  bovis  morbificans  was  isolated  from  the  stool  but 
no  evidence  of  this  organism  could  be  found  in  specimens  obtained 
from  those  persons  who  had  been  in  contact  with  her  food. 

After  apparent  recovery  she  returned  to  Abram  and  two  "follow 
up"  specimens  were  submitted  by  the  Health  Department  for  examination 
these  were  both  positive.  This  carrier  state  responded  to  further 
treatment  and  of  four  subsequent  faecal  specimens  examined  the  last 
three  were  negative. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 

NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1953. 


Total  cases  Notified 


Total 

Age  Periods  - 

I ears 

cases 

at  all 
ages 

0- 

1- 

3- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

25- 

45- 

89lr 

Age 

•un- 

known 

Measles  (excluding 
rubella) 

71 

3 

11 

25 

32 

Whooping  Cough 

27 

3 

11 

9 

3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Acute  pneumonia 
(primary  and 
influenzal) 

3 

1 

. ' 

. 

1 



1 





_ 

Food  poisoning 

1 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Totals  . . 

. 102 

7 

22 

34 

36 

_ _ 

~ - 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Total  cases  removed  to  hospital  from  the  district  . ....  Nil 
Deaths  in  hospital  of  persons  belonging  to  district  ...  Nil 

Disinfection . 


Disinfection  of  premises  and  materials  is  carried  out  by  the 
staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 
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All  houses  are  dealt  with  on  death,  removal  to  hospital  or 
release  from  isolation  of  infectious  cases. 

DurinS  1953»  5 houses  were  disinfected  by  the  Department. 

Houses  are  disinfected  by  Formaldehyde  spray  and,  as  a 
result  of  arrangements  with  the  Hindley  Urban  District,  all  bedding, 
etc.  is  removed  and  disinfected  by  steam. 

Cancer. 


11  deaths  (7  males  and  4 females)  were  certified  as  due  to 
cancer  during  the  year,  compared  with  7 in  1952. 

Facilities  for  radium  treatment  are  available  to  Abram 
residents  at  the  Radium  Institute,  Manchester  and  at  Wigan  Infirmary, 
which  for  this  purpose,  is  a sub-clinic  of  the  Manchester  centre. 

Tuberculosis  o 


This  is  under  the  control  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  and 
Abram  cases  attend  the  Chest  Clinic  situated  at  Millgate,  Wigan. 

5 new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  1953, 

3 being  of  pulmonary,  2 non-pulmonary . No  death  was  registered 
during  the  year. 

i« o ti f i cat ion  of  the  disease  in  the  district  is  quite  satis- 
factory and  no  action  has  been  necessary  under  section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  relating  to  the  compulsory  removal  of 
tuberculosis  patients  to  hospital. 

The  following  table  shows  the  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  in 
age  groups s- 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Non- 

Respiratory  Respiratory 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

Years ;- 

5 ” 0000000  oooooooooooo 

- - - - 

15  OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

- 1 - - 

20  - 

*”*  OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

_ _ __ 

^5  OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

- 

11  - - 

45  ~ OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

1 - 

55  ””  OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

65  • OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

1 - - 

Totals  ........ 

3 2 - - 

-1 
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There  is  no  evidence  of  excessive  incidence  of,  or  mortality 
from,  tuberculosis  in  any  particular  occupation  in  the  district. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925 . 

No  action  was  taken  under  these  Regulations  relating  to 
tuberculosis  employees  in  the  milk  trade. 

National  Assi stance  Act,  1948 . 

No  action  was  taken  during  1953  under  Section  47  of  this 

Act . 
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